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Celebrations of Christmas: By Angeles Juarez 

In the United States Christmas was declared a federal holiday in 1870.  For many Americans the 

word Christmas is immediately associated with the birth of Christ, midnight Mass and Nativity 

scenes.  Others automatically think of Santa Claus, Christmas trees and of course gifts. Out of 

curiosity and in the spirit of IB, let’s look at how we, and two other countries celebrate Christmas.  

JAPAN 

If you look forward to the big meal you have with family and friends on Christmas Eve, you are 

not alone. We all look forward to a nice Christmas ham or turkey accompanied by an assortment 

of vegetables and sides, and of course don’t forget the desserts. Japan, where Christmas is more 

of a novelty, they too enjoy a good feast.  However, American fast food chains are the go-to 

meal, especially KFC fried chicken.  Japan has also embraced the idea of Santa, whom they call 

サンタさん、サンタクロース or santa-san (Mr. Santa).  He along with Hoteiosho, a Buddhist 

god of good fortune are the gift bringer for this holiday. Couples and partners also enjoy this day 

as it is seen as a romantic day to spend with the people you love. The kids don't have to worry 

about school this day either, schools are often closed on Christmas day in Japan. Phew!  

ETHIOPIA 

Christmas here is not celebrated on December 25th, it is celebrated on January 7th due to the 

Ethiopian calendar having different months. The Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church and its 

population celebrates their Christmas, called Ganna by attending Church on this day. They wear 

a white traditional garment called a Netela, worn as a shawl or a toga, and it is important to at-

tend the Gahad of Christmas (mass) which begins at 6:00 P.M. on Christmas Eve and continues 

until 3:00 A.M. on Christmas Day.  Another practice during this holiday is a 43-day Advent fasting 

period that begins on November 25th, this is known as the Fast of the Prophets (Tsome Nebiyat) 

where only one vegan meal is eaten per day. Gift giving is not widespread here, it leaves more 

room for attending church, eating food such as wat, and playing games. Although, Ethiopia is 

visited by the western Santa, he is found to be called Yágena Abãt (Christmas Father).  

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND 

Our community Annapolis high school celebrates Christmas in our own way. The students are 

passionate about giving back this winter season. We have clubs like the Key Club raising money 

during a Naptown tradition of Midnight Madness when the stores on Main Street downtown re-

main open late at night and people stay out for Christmas shopping and dining at the many res-

taurants. Students in the Red Cross club are selling pins for a donation of a dollar with the money 

to be donated to an organization that provides vaccines to villages. Spanish Honor Society club 

has an ongoing Pulsera project by selling handmade bracelets made by artists in South and Latin 

American countries to support fair wages and better working conditions for these artists. It is im-

portant that while Christmas be a fun time to exchange gifts with friends and families, this should 

not be its only focus. Sometimes we get lost in the materialistic aspect of spending money for 

presents. Globally we acknowledge that Christmas is to celebrate the love we have for human-

kind. Remember to give back any way you can this holiday season, a small act of kindness can 

have a big impact! 

Senior Editors 

Sabrina Gleitz 

Camille Duplechain 
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IB Teacher of the Month: Ms. Mary-Anne Nelligan by Neha Bhanot  

Ms. Nelligan is a new addition to the IB Program at Annapolis High this year. Although Ms. Nelligan has taught 

college courses, this is her first-year teaching high school.  Her course load includes IB English 2, AP Language 

and Literature, and Honors 11.  Ms. Nelligan is fascinated by “how close knit the IB Diploma program is, and is 

impressed by how bright, funny and genuine her students are.” Though she did not know what to expect when 

joining the program, she is happy to see how “open-minded and accepting the students are.”  Ms. Nelligan ap-

preciates how some students perceive the program as stressful and has taken steps to create a classroom envi-

ronment that is fun yet challenging.  Her advice to her students is to do your best and participate in class in or-

der to succeed. Apart from working at the school, Ms. Nelligan also helps run an online literary magazine, which 

publishes five fictional and non-fictional pieces each month. Some fun facts to know about Ms. Nelligan is that 

she loves her GoldenDoodle named Waffle!!                                        

Tis the season of giving at Annapolis High School with the organization of the Santa Run. This year IB 

senior and Key Club president, Amelia Farrell, will be planning the event. The Santa Run is a communi-

ty-run affair.  “An exciting run where everyone dresses up as Santa and toys are collected to be donat-

ed to the children of our local community,” said Amelia. The Santa Run benefits local children who 

can’t afford Christmas gifts. Amelia goes on to say that “not only does it give back to our Maryland children, but it also 

helps create a better holiday season for these families.”  In preparation for this event, Amelia along with her fellow key 

club members, have spread the word to the entire Annapolis High School for volunteers. Amelia wants to make it known 

that the Santa Run is an awesome opportunity to help our local community and that is why she feels that the students’ 

participation is key. She adds, “It’s thanks to John Muhitch, the Santa Run organizer, and the Cape St. Claire Volunteer Fire 

Department for the creation of this event.” Amelia hopes to provide a happy holiday season to every family in the Annapo-

lis area- no matter their economic situation. 

CAS Corner: Santa Run by Elcy Canales 
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Impeachment Proceedings: by Hannah Kindness 
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A presidential impeachment is a measure to check the power and constitutionality of a president’s 

actions and can lead to the president being removal from office. Only two of our presidents have been impeached, neither 

cases resulting in removal from office. So justifiably, the impeachment case against President Trump is receiving widespread 

coverage in America and internationally.  

With such a controversial topic capturing the attention of our nation, many opinions and voices are being heard, very few of 

them minors. What are the opinions of some of the students at Annapolis High on the current trial against President Trump? 

Four students volunteered to answer this question.  

Several of the students thought the value of the Impeachment was not in the effects it has on Trump’s presidency, but the 

effects it had on the future. Zainub Kokan says: “I think after the whole lying under oath and quid pro quo thing, they (future 

presidents) will realize that it's not as easy to get away with corrupt things, because in the past big scandals have been 

caught” she later relates the current case to Watergate, citing the similarities and suggesting this too will provide more guid-

ance for our future executive leaders.  

Others focused on the international effects of the impeachment. An anonymous interviewee thinks the impeachment will 

add credibility to the United States, quoted as saying: “I think they (the house) saw the opportunity and they wanted to re-

port this and by having the impeachment it's sort of was as way to officially call out trump, and it’s not just an ‘extreme liber-

al Democrat’ on the news... it's nationwide, and internationally, people can see that we are taking responsibility and recog-

nize our president’s flaws.” 

Alternatively, Sophia Phillips thinks the impeachment is creating a sense of corruption or gullibility around our nation.  “I 

think that it's going to make other countries view the United States as more corrupt and right wing. Just cause, first we vote 

for Trump, and he wins, so there's got to be a lot of people that support right wing policies. And then, when he does illegal 

things and doesn't get removed from office.”  

Others didn’t see a point in the impeachment. Graciela Avita claims: “He’s had so many impeachable things before this, and I 

wish this happened sooner, because now it's too late for this to do anything or get him out. Like, nothing is going to happen 

between now and the next election.” Additionally, an anonymous student believes that “with each trial, impeachment gets a 

little less serious, so the upcoming trial, since it's the third one, it might make future impeachments less powerful.” 

Although we, as minors, are unable to vote in the 2020 election or elect congressmen, Zainub Kokan reminds us that “we 

have a large impact over social media, and protests. And I do think that minors make up a large part of that population and 

are some of the more influential ones within this population.” 
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 IB Artist of the Month: Miranda Franco by Camille Duplechain 

When Miranda Franco isn’t tutoring at Tyler Heights Elementary or volunteering at the National Aquarium in Baltimore 

Harbor, she’s probably dancing. Franco has been involved in the arts, particularly dance, since she was five. This year, 

Franco as part of the Annapolis Drama Company Choreography Team, which helped put on the schools production of 

“Spamalot”. Franco says the most difficult thing about choreographing is, “making sure everyone is capable of doing the 

choreo because not everyone dances”. Franco usually choreographs modern pieces, but as an adaptable IB student, she 

has pushed herself out of her comfort zone to choreograph different styles of dance. Franco uses her past dance skills to 

choreograph routines that are “easy for everyone but not too easy that it’s boring”. The list rewarding part of choreo-

graphing for Franco is “being able to help others with 

something they may not feel comfortable doing but 

once we go over and over the steps and they get it it 

makes me really happy.” Franco has not only performed 

in the school musical this month, but also the class of 

2020’s IB Theatre presentation. Franco “wanted to take 

IB Theatre because [she] loved the drama company 

community and being able to have a class with all of 

them sounded fun.” 

 

The class has helped Franco develop her leadership 

skills. Franco said, “Ms. Hodders’ class discussions wel-

come everyone’s view. These discussions are done dur-

ing our internal assessment, where I have been given 

the opportunity to share my knowledge on a topic I 

know a lot about and I am able to help keep the class on 

track.” All IB Theatre students must complete an inter-

nal assessment which includes a collaborative perfor-

mance and a written process journal. Franco’s favorite 

part about the class overall is “being with people who 

are all so creative and that support one another be-

cause [they] have been in drama company together for 4 years”. 
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Athlete of the Month by Sabrina Gleitz 

 

Jalen Lamkin is a Junior in the IB Programme at Annapolis High 

School. He is also a member of the Varsity Football team. Playing 

as number 20 on the field, Jalen is primarily a running back and 

an outside linebacker. He has been playing for 11 years, after 

starting at flag football at age six. Jalen appreciates the team as-

pect of football saying, “it takes everyone to contribute to be 

successful.” The thrill of the game is also a key factor in Jalen’s 

love for sport. He simply loves the thrill of the game.  

Even before high school, Jalen understood the importance of 

being a student as well as an athlete. Winning the “Outstanding 

Student Athlete Award” in 8th grade, Jalen was recognized for his 

commitment to athletics while maintaining his grades in the classroom. With a busy fall season, Jalen has 

had to balance his first year of IB with the grueling football schedule. He cited complaining and procrasti-

nation as his “worst enemies,” but he worked through the stress and difficulties because he knew had 

made commitments to do so. His classes include IB Environmental Systems and Societies, IB Spanish, and 

IB Math Applications. His favorite class however, is IB Theatre as it allows for open discussions and theatre 

acts way to cope with his stress.  

Along with football, Jalen completes in a variety of other sports such as wrestling, rugby, and other in-

tense contact sports.  
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Spotlight on MYP: Kyle Tabong by Alex Ma-

This month’s IB MYP student of the month is Kyle Tabong. Kyle is a sophomore in the IB 

diploma program and a devoted member of the wrestling team and avid musician. Kyle 

has been interested in music since a young age and decided to use that passion and 

turn it into a worthwhile IB project. Kyle’s project involved learning about music theory 

with the end goal of composing his own sheet music. During the summer Kyle worked 

on composing and learning music theory to create music that wasn't only enjoyable but 

made sense theoretically and musically. He researched composers such as Beethoven 

and Mozart and learned the in’s and outs of composition. Kyle explained that music is a 

very simple concept for people to understand. It can bring all different types of people 

together to play, listen, sing and dance, and that's a really beautiful thing. Studies have shown that music is able to 

reduce stress and anxiety and increase your mood. Musical training helps develop language and reasoning skills 

and creates a more positive learning environment for students. Kyle hopes that by creating his own music he will 

inspire others to do the same.  

Get Involved: Model U.N. By: Avery Goodwin 

Have you heard of the Model UN Club?  It hosts meetings on Wednesday maroon block and Thursday blue block. 

Sometimes they’ll have meetings on Friday after school too. It’s sponsored by Ms. Pantazis in portable 3 however 

she takes a hands-off approach and allows the delegates, the members, to plan conferences, press calls, and 

speaking games. One speaking game is to improvise a speech based on a given topic without long pauses and 

avoiding distractions but you must twist the topic into something you know about. These speaking games are very 

inviting to new delegates to the organization. 

Overall the purpose of the club is to provide an opportunity for students to step-up into global issues and in gov-

ernment affairs. Model UN is great for students who want to have leadership roles. Leadership roles like the Head 

Chair, Matthew Wichmann or Assistant Head Zainub Kokan. The club is also fitting for students who enjoy public 

speaking or want to improve upon it. This program has been around for a while but in the fall of 2016, it was shak-

en and needs more members. If this club seems like something you would enjoy doing be sure to go to P3 during 

Wednesday and Thursday panther hour.   



 

Navigating the IB Diploma Program  

by Mete Gorgulu and Joey Loiacono and Cat Gibney 

       IB Math Applications and Approaches 

IB students have two math courses to select from, and both courses offer a Standard Level(SL) and Higher-Level classes 

(HL).  Students taking IB Math Applications and Approaches learn the core principles of trigonometry and calculus, while re-

viewing past material from geometry to algebra 1. The course curriculum is structured to be more statistic based than calcu-

lus based, whereas IB Math Analysis and Approaches is more heavily focused upon calculus. 

IB Math Applications and Approaches is structured to have three quarterly assessments, with a final IB test at the end of the 

students’ 12th grade year.  Assignments are scored based on the IB grading rubric, which is the standard for all IB classes. 

This class is designed to incorporate IB curriculum that leads to harder and more in-depth thinking when exploring math-

based questions.  

In IB Math Analysis and Approaches students learn all of Calculus 1, parts of Calculus 2, and review algebra and geometry to 

apply and heighten those basic concepts. Thus, units focus upon complex numbers, statistics, 3 dimensional vectors, trigo-

nometry, and are more quickly covered. Analysis and Approaches is the closest college level math class offered at Annapolis 

High School.  The college-level skill of breaking down questions sets students apart during the college application process. 

Our Analysis and Approaches teacher, Mr. Laraway commented, “Students that do well in IB Analysis and Approaches will 

also do well in classes like History and English. Why is that? Students will have mastered the skill of taking a part a question 

and seeing the different pieces required to answer that question effectively.”  To succeed in this class, students are required 

to conduct research outside of class, to review concepts that were not understood in class, and possibly seek additional help 

during Panther Hour. In other words, both classes are structured to have auxiliary work and research done outside of class, 

leading to both math courses having an accelerated learning pace.  Most students who take this class find Calculus 1 and/or 2 

very easy in college, so many even jump up to the next level of math or succeed very well in those courses in college.  

Learn from Laraway: 

• This class is very helpful towards math classes in college.  As far as the speed is concerned, this is probably the first math 

class most students have taken in high school that will move at the pace of a college class.  Students are also required to 

learn some of the material outside of class which they will have to do in college.  A lot of college classes are taught with 

each class being something new.  If something isn't understood in class, the student has to use their resources to figure 

it out.  That same technique is put into place in this class. 

 

Continued on Page 8 
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• By the end of this class, students will have learned most of the Calculus 1 and most of Calculus 2 (if 

they take HL).  I have had many former students tell me that they either skipped Calc 1 or Calc 2 or 

that the material was easy because of the IB class they took.  Other than calculus, the algebra re-

quired to solve a lot of the problems is super important to any math class that may be taken in the 

future.  Students get better at skills such as fractions, manipulating an equation, solving for a varia-

ble, and more. 

• AP Calculus is a great course but pales in comparison to IB math.  A lot of the material covered in AP 

Calculus is also covered in IB Analysis and Approaches but there is so much more.  Students will see 

complex numbers, statistics, 3 dimensional vectors, trigonometry, and more that is not covered in 

that class.  Also, a lot of AP Calculus questions are straight forward.  What I mean by that is there are 

set steps that can be performed to solve most AP Calculus questions and once you learn those, 

you're fine.  In this class, students need to access different areas of math and put them together to 

solve one problem.  They have to first decipher the question and then figure out what they have 

learned that applies to this problem.  It is not an easy skill but so important.  I normally tell people 

like this...Let's say someone tells you to build a table.  In AP Calculus, you will be given all the materi-

als and tools specific to that table and you would have built a similar table previously.  In IB Analysis 

and Approaches, you have a whole bunch of materials and tools, some of which are not used to build 

a table and you as the student must decide what is necessary.  Also, the table is different from any-

thing you've built before, but you have the skills necessary.  It is up to you to decide how to do it. 

• IB math has connections to the science courses.  There is a great deal of overlap with the material 

done in this class and the math required in classes like chemistry and physics.  In a broader sense, the 

way of thinking required to succeed in this course is used throughout other courses. 
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         Elon College 

Elon University is a small liberal arts school located in the Piedmont region of North Carolina. The campus attracts ap-

proximately 7,000 students from 53 countries and 47 states. Elon is best known for their business/finance major and 

their program abroad. The extensive off campus education has four Center Programs in Dunedin, Florence, London, and 

Shanghai. They offer exchange programs with other countries and a dual degree program. Set in the rolling hills of 

North Carolina, the unique school has been voted as the most beautiful southern campus by The Princeton Review. The 

campus has 656 acres, which features many lakes and fountains throughout. The buildings are all bricks and in the Colo-

nial Revival and Georgian Revival design. Many of the historic buildings were burnt down in 1923, in a fire that de-

stroyed most of the campus, some of the records and the chapel. In the year 2000, Elon University changed their mas-

cot from the Fighting Christians to the Phoenix to symbolize the college’s recovery after the fire.  Being a traditional 

private school, Elon was once linked to the United Church of Christ, but they are no longer a religiously affiliated school. 

Elon’s goals have significantly changed since its original founding. Today, they work towards a community that embrac-

es all religions and cultures.  

• The average ACT score is 25-29. The average SAT score for reading and writing is 550-640 and the average math 

score is the same.  

• The average GPA on a 4.0 scale is 3.99.  

• The acceptance rate is 60% and the graduation 

rate is 81%. 

• The average price for tuition after aid is $36k.  

Elon offers presidential scholarships based on class 

rank, ACT/SAT scores and high school course selection. IB as well as AP test scores are accepted for credit at Elon. There 

are 17 varsity sports offered and many intramural and club sports. Fraternities and sororities have been a tradition a 

Elon for over 80 years and remain a strong aspect of the student life.  
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Indiana University 

Indiana University, or IU is a public university with its main campus in Bloomington, and an additional 7 cam-

puses and 2 regional centers statewide. The largest, and founding campus, in Bloomington, Indiana, was es-

tablished in 1820. The school offers more than 550 academic programs, and over 200 undergraduate majors.  

At IU Bloomington, there are approximately 46,000 undergraduate students, and over 3,100 of those students 

study abroad each year.  55.1% of the student body hails from Indiana, while the remaining students are 

pulled from all 50 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and 165 countries.  

• The average ACT score is a 28 and an SAT score of 1276.  

•  The university encourage students to enroll in a challenging curriculum that includes dual cred-

it, Advanced Placement (AP), International Baccalaureate (IB), and/or Advance College Project (ACP) 

courses. 

• The average GPA on a 4.0 scale is 3.5-4.0. 

• You can earn up to 8 credit hours per exam for IB higher-level scores of 5 or higher. For a complete break 

down of IB credits please visit: https://admissions.indiana.edu/apply/freshman/ib-exams.html 

 

The Hoosier athletics teams have brought home 24 NCAA Team Championships, produced 145 NCAA indi-

vidual champions, and won 169 Big Ten Team Championships—including the men’s basketball champion-

ship in 2016.  All these factors make IU a fantastic school for those who would prefer a bigger school with 

athletics teams. 

 

https://admissions.indiana.edu/apply/freshman/ib-exams.html

